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provided for the plague-stricken people who evacuate their homes. 
A special plague committee has been appointed to consider and elab- 
orate methods of fighting the disease. 

Plague is increasing in Lucknow city in spite of the hot weather. 
It is leaving the cantonments and European suburbs and going 
toward the Chauk. 

JAPAN. 

Report from Yokohama — Inspection of vessels — Plague at Osaka. 

Passed Assistant Surgeon Cumming reports, April 2 : 

Two weeks ended March 30, 1907. Bills of health issued to 8 
steamers, having an aggregate personnel of 1,162 passengers and 860 
members of crews. 

The steamship Korea arrived from Hongkong via ports to San 
Francisco, with manifest sheets for alien steerage passengers from 
Nagasaki made out but not signed by the medical officer of the Serv- 
ice at that port. By request of the company I examined the 33 aliens 
holding immigrants' cards, rejected 7 who had trachoma, and cer- 
tified the rest. 

During the month ended March 31, 928 would-be alien steerage pas- 
sengers for the United States or Honolulu were examined with special 
reference to their freedom from loathsome or dangerous contagious 
diseases contemplated by the immigration laws, of whom 718 were 
passed. 

No quarantinable diseases have been reported in this vicinity dur- 
ing the past two weeks. Osaka continues to be infected with plague, 
7 cases and 7 deaths having been reported for the period between 
January 20 and March 16. 

Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Number of emigrants per steamship America Maru, sailing April 3, 
1907, recommended for rejection : For Honolulu, 19. Per steamship 
Tango Maru, sailing April 3, 1907 : For Seattle, 15. 

Report from Nagasaki — Emigrants recommended for rejection. 

Sanitary Inspector Bowie reports as follows : 

March 28, 1907. Number of emigrants per steamship^ merica 
Maru recommended for rejection, 21. 

MAURITIUS. 

Report from Port Louis — Sanitary conditions — Plague — Beriberi. 

The following is received from Consul Botkin under date of 
March 7 : 

The island of Mauritius has an area of 715 square miles, including 
reefs, bars, etc. There is a population of almost 400,000 people, who 
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live on an area of half that of the entire island, thus making an aver- 
age population in excess of 1,000 to the square mile. The remainder 
of the island consists of mountains, forests, and military reservations, 
where dwellings are forbidden, though little of such idle land is fit 
for human habitation. 

Of the total population 80.000 reside at Port Louis. It consists 
approximately of 260,000 Indians, 5,000 Chinese, 80,000 Creoles 
(negroes and mixed), and 50,000 whites. 

Drainage. — The drainage is naturally very good, so far as concerns 
the surface features, and the natural condition has been greatly im- 
proved by the substantial manner of building the numerous roads 
and by the permanent drainage canals constructed on each side of the 
roads. There are no swampy lands except in some very small areas 
in the dense forests near the coasts, and there is nowhere any stagnant 
water. All rainfall runs quickly into the streams and thence into 
the sea. 

Water supply. — Water for drinking and culinarv purposes is de- 
rived mostly from Mare aux Vacoas, a fresh-water lake that occupies 
one of the large ancient craters near the center of the island and fur- 
nishes from some hidden source an inexhaustible supply of very pure 
water, which is piped to all the towns and villages. 

Owing to the porous nature of the thin soil and of the lava rocks 
beneath it the rain water carries downward much surface filth that 
is not washed into the streams. Well water, therefore, as well as 
water from the streams, is infested with disease germs. Herein lies 
the cause of very much of the fever prevailing amongst the Indian 
coolies and lower class of Creoles who pay little heed to the injunctions 
of the health officers against using well or stream water without 
having first boiled it. 

Malarial fever. — Malarial diseases are generally present along the 
coast. Port Louis and all other coast towns or towns within a few 
miles of the coasts on the lower lands are particularly unhealthy 
from that cause. In truth the constant prevalence of malarial dis- 
orders and fever forced almost the entire white population, years ago, 
to abandon Makeburg and Port Louis, the port towns, and establish 
their residences on the central highlands. Except during about 
ninety days in June, July, and August, annually, very few white 
people are to be seen in Port Louis after 5.30 p. m. During those 
ninety days a moiety of the whites venture to sleep near their places 
of business, but even then the risk of getting the fever is very great. 

Bubonic plague. — This is another constant menace to the colored 
populations of the coast towns. Plague made its first appearance on 
this island about eight years ago, as nearly as I can learn, and all 
efforts to stamp it out and prevent its recurrence have failed. 







Death rates. 






Birth rates. 






1903. i 


1904. 


1905. 


1906. 


1903. 


1904. 


1905. 


1906. 




60.4 ! 
39.9 ! 


47.7 
32.2 


59.9 
40.6 


53.4 
40.0 


29.6 
36.1 


37.6 
37.6 


33.1 
37.0 


33.7 




33.5 







During the period from 1903 to 1906 the average death rate of 
Port Louis was 55.35 per 1,000 population, while the average for the 
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whole island was 38.18, and the average birth rates was 33.5 for Port 
Louis and 36.05 for the whole island. 

Notwithstanding the enormous disparity of deaths over births, the 
population of Mauritius steadily increases by reason of the annual 
immigration of Indians under the contract labor system employed by 
the sugar estate managers. Once here the Asiatic prefers to remain 
after his term or contract expires. 
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a Not obtainable at present. 

Beriberi: — This disease appeared amongst the convicts at Beau 
Bassin prison about the 1st of March, 1907, and created great alarm 
throughout the island, but the health officials soon had the disease 
under complete control. They assumed that the cases of beriberi 
were caused by the daily ration of Saigon rice, which only recently 
the authorities had been furnishing to the prisoners in lieu of Indian 
rice as formerly. Wholesome wheat bread was substituted and the 
use of Saigon rice strictly forbidden at the prison. The result was a 
quick disappearance of the malady. 

MEXICO. 

Re-port from Progreso — Sanitary conditions — Inspection of vessels — 
Mosquitoes not frequent on vessels. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Harrison reports, April 15 : 

Week ended April 14, 1907. No quarantineable disease has appeared 
here or in Merida. but in the latter city 3 or 4 cases were reported 
under observation as yellow-fever suspects. Weather continues hot 
and dry. there not having been any rain here within the past three 
months. Mosquitoes are numerous ashore, but owing to an almost 
continuous wind from the water are seldom seen aboard ships, even 
at the wharves. 

During the week 4 steamships and 1 sailing vessel were cleared for 
the United States, with crews 234 and passengers 66, including 7 to 
the United States ; of these vessels 2 were fumigated. 

As in past seasons, living quarters only are fumigated and the 
hatches sealed, unless the master insists on fumigation of holds. 

I inspect all persons leaving shore to join the ships, but do not 
inspect either ship or people in transit, unless the ship comes to wharf 
or sails direct for the United States. 

Report from Veracruz — Smallpox. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon Frick reports, April 18 : 
Two cases of smallpox were officially reported yesterday. One case 
in Medillin, 15 kilometers from Veracruz, on the Alvarado Bailroad. 



